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Event Respondent Essay
Response to Foray

by Joy Wong

In the shade of the undergrowth, a figure in beige emerges
in my vision, quietly laying down between the roots of a
tree. As they rise, they sway with the wind, embrace the
distance around the trunk, and leave no trace.

the group of us, (a clump of us, they would say) have
walked along a trail in the forest just 10 minutes away from
the subway. The smell of dirt greets us like an old friend.
Sunlight bursts through an opening in the foliage, brushing
its fingers along fallen leaves and decomposing wood. We
look along the same ground, gifted with the sight of small
caps camouflaged in the brown.

(living and dying)

We tread with deliberate and mindful movements, we enter
together into collective space.

(We make witness a short flow)

move with mushroom-like attention

What does it mean to foray?

In a space that doesn’t belong to us, what does it mean to
activate a living thing? (If a tree falls, etc.)

If there aren’t visible fruits (of our labour), does our animacy
change?

water and trees and grass and leaves and animals and
bacteria enmeshed with mushrooms

(On the other side of the river on the other hand)

They say you can never step into the same river twice. Find
a stone, let the water flow through like mycelium abounds

(To walk away from the centre)

What is a mushroom but the memory of a gentle reshuffling
of dirt

to have to seek things out; to contradict and have nothing
to be found by others

Say, hello, thank you, good bye

To emerge, to unmerge with the woods foliage,
undergrowth, underfoot the mycelium extends into the
space, holding it all together.

About the writer:

Joy Wong is an interdisciplinary artist and educator based
in Tkaronto, Canada who works in painting, print media,
poetry, and sculpture. Their practice connects material
investigations with the shifting physicality of the body, with
an emphasis on surfaces and the precarity of regenerative
structures. She obtained her BFA from York University with
a double major in Visual Arts and Creative Writing and
received her MFA from Western University. Wong was a
finalist for the 2018 RBC Canadian Painting Competition
and was the 2019 Pope Artist in Residence at NSCAD.
They have received funding from the Canada Council for
the Arts and the Ontario Arts Council.

They are also one half of Potomo Press.

pumiceraft.com



About Pumice Raft:

A pumice raft is an ecological phenomenon that usually
follows an underwater volcanic eruption. Amongst the
lava, plumes of pumice stones slowly float to the surface
of the ocean. If the wind is calm the individual stones form
what some sailors have reported as floating islands that
appear out of nowhere. The pumice raft has even been
known to ferry flora and fauna to new shores. More than an
illusion on the horizon, a pumice raft represents a vessel,
a conduit, a vehicle; its very constitution cultivates an
environment where things can come together in the spirit
of collaboration.

Pumice Raft is also a federally registered non-profit
organization in Tkaronto/Toronto ON, Canada. Incorporated
in 2018, Pumice Raft's activities begin from an ecological
activist approach to the display of visual art and the
facilitation of related education. This means that the guiding
principles of the organization are rooted in a conception
of place that begins with the protection of people and the
planet.

The physical space of Pumice Raft currently resides on
the land of the Haudenosaunee, the Huron-Wendat, and
the Anishinabewaki <o J'a V<P . Located on the first
floor of a light industrial building at 348 Ryding Avenue,
Pumice Raft sits in Toronto's present-day Junction
neighbourhood. Nearby to the west, the Humber River
(Niwa'ah Onega'gaih'ih) flows south towards Lake Ontario
(Niigani-gichigami).
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